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Agenda Item #8  
ACTION 

February 9, 2017 
 

Subject: Transformative Climate Communities Program Update 
 
Reporting Period:  December 2016 – February 2017 
 
Staff Lead:  Randall Winston, Strategic Growth Council 
  

 

Recommended Action: 

Approve the California Department of Conservation (DOC) to administer the Transformative 
Climate Communities (TCC) Program on behalf of the Strategic Growth Council (SGC).   
 

Summary:  

This item has two components: 

1) Updates on the Strategic Growth Council’s Transformative Climate Communities 
Program (TCC Program) Guideline development, including:  
 

 Comments made on the November 2016 draft guidelines, 

 Proposed changes to the February 2017 draft guidelines, and 

 Next steps and timeline related to TCC Program outreach and guidelines 
development  
 

2) Council Action related to TCC Program Administration, approving the Department of 
Conservation to administer the TCC Program on behalf of the Strategic Growth Council.  
 
As a result of this action, SGC will develop and sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
with DOC that details DOC’s role in administering the TCC Program, in conjunction with 
SGC, and determines the amount of funding to be allocated to DOC for program 
administration.  

Background:  

On September 14, 2016, Governor Brown signed AB 2722 (Burke), which created the 
Transformative Climate Communities Program (TCC Program, or Program), a grant program 
administered by the Strategic Growth Council for broad-based greenhouse gas emission 
reductions projects that provide local economic, environmental and health benefits to 
disadvantaged communities. $140 million is available for the Program for fiscal year 2016-2017, 
funded through cap and trade auction proceeds and appropriated for three years. 
 

Update on TCC Program: 

Program Guidelines 

SGC released Draft Scoping Guidelines for the TCC Program on November 23, 2016 for public 
comment, which closed on January 9, 2017.  
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The TCC Program Working Group, composed of staff from Strategic Growth Council, 
Department of Conservation, Department of Housing and Community Development, and the Air 
Resources Board, reviewed and considered public comments received, and updated the draft 
TCC guidelines to clarify and expand upon the previous draft.   In addition, a Steering 
Committee composed of members from agencies and departments whose work relates to TCC 
provided guidance for the February 2017 draft. 
 
Common public comments referred to the following areas: 
 

 Overall need for greater clarity and definition of terms with clear examples 

 Definitions of Project Area Boundaries  

 Broadening Program to more Disadvantaged Communities  

 Leverage and Match Requirements  

 Performance Criteria Requirements 

 Ensuring strong anti-displacement policies 

 The importance of community engagement in both planning and implementation of 
grants 

 Broadening TCC-funded components beyond housing and transportation, including 
o Renewable energy, green infrastructure, energy efficiency 
o Storm Water management include infiltration, etc.  

 Scoring prioritizations: Anti-displacement policies; Community Engagement, Joint 
applications including CBOs  

 Relationship to other CCI Programs 
 
SGC will release the next draft of the TCC Program Guidelines on February 8, 2017.   
 
February 2017 Draft Guidelines Input 
 
On February 10, 2017 SGC will host a TCC Stakeholder Summit to kick off the public process 
for receiving comments on the latest draft of the TCC Program Guidelines. The summit will 
allow participants to inform our draft guidelines, learn about best-practices in place-based 
community investment; and discuss potential partnerships to leverage the State’s investment in 
our most vulnerable communities. The summit breakout sessions will provide a space for 
participants to engage in interactive dialogue on strategies, challenges, metrics and other 
recommendations that SGC should incorporate into our draft TCC program guidelines. 
 
Three public workshops will be held to receive input on the February 2017 draft.   
 

Fresno February 15, 2017 
Hugh Burns State Building 
2550 Mariposa Mall, Rm 1036 
Fresno, CA 93721 

6-8 pm 

Los Angeles February 22, 2017 
Junipero Serra State Building 
320 W. Fourth Street, Carmel Rm 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

6-8 pm 

San Bernardino February 23, 2017 
San Bernardino Government Center 
385 N. Arrowhead Ave-Joshua Rm 

6-8 pm 
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San Bernardino, CA 92415 

 
Workshops are intended to help inform the development of the TCC guidelines. Workshop 
participants will also gain a better understanding of the existing proposed program guidelines 
and have the opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
The deadline for receiving public comments for the February 2017 Draft Guidelines is March 13, 
2017. The date for finalization of the guidelines is not known at this time, as it depends upon 
legislative action regarding the TCC Program and the Administrative Procedure Act.       
 
TCC Program Administration 

As with the SGC’s Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities and Sustainable Agricultural 
Lands Conservation programs, SGC is partnering with a State department to administer the 
TCC Program.  SGC staff recommends the following Council action: 
 

Recommended Action: 

 
Approve the California Department of Conservation (DOC) to administer the 
Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) Program on behalf of the Strategic Growth 
Council (SGC).   

 
As part of the TCC Program coordination, SGC and DOC will develop a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU).  The MOU provides an administrative mechanism for the DOC to receive 
support and local assistance funds from the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 
to administer the TCC Program. In addition, the MOU will outline DOC’s roles and 
responsibilities in administration of the TCC Program. 

In administering the program, the DOC will perform a suite of grants management functions in 
partnership with SGC, including but not limited to: guidelines and application development, 
solicitation release, administration of review and scoring process, presentation of results to the 
SGC, grant contract execution, grant progress monitoring and evaluation, grantee invoice 
payment and quarterly reporting of program results to the SGC Executive Director. DOC will 
coordinate with SGC staff on required reports to the Air Resources Board. Work will be aligned 
with the TCC Program Grant Guidelines & Application. 

$140 Million has been appropriated to OPR/SGC for the TCC Program over three years. Of that 
$140 million, up to 5% ($7 million) may be used for administrative costs, leaving $133 million for 
TCC local assistance grants. The MOU will identify what percentage of funds (of the $7 million) 
will be available to the Department of Conservation (DOC) for administrative costs, allowing 
SGC to contract with other entities for additional administrative support not included as tasks in 
the MOU, including legal support and data development associated with the program. 

 


